basis of a countrywide net-work of Peoples* Committees
having wide powers such as initiating legislation, expressing
opinion on pending bills, recall of representatives and
referendum on important national issues. The idea of Peoples*
Committees subsequently popularised by Jayaprakash Narayan
was mainly derived from Roy's Draft Constitution of Free
India.
After the end of the war, Roy began to express his heretical
views regarding Communism and Marxism. He differed with
Marxism mainly on the role of ideas in human history and on
the primacy of moral values. We summarised the philosophy
which he was propagating in a number of Theses. These came
to be known as the 22 Theses of Radical Humanism. He also
issued a manifesto on New Humanism.
The 22 Theses outline the principles of the personal and
social philosophy of Radical Humanism. The basic values—of
^reedojopu- rationalisnvand ™£2^JX^FJ,ll§£!l41? *&e Theses to
man's biological evolution. It is pointed out that quesi. for
freedom and search for truth constitute the basic .urge of
human progress. The Theses emphasise the iriseverability of
political and economic freedom and'indicate how the compre-
hensive ideal of political and economic freedom may be
achieved.
Further discussion of the principles enunciated in the 22
Theses and the Manifesto led Roy to the conclusion that party
politics was inconsistent with the ideal of democracy and that
it was liable to degenerate into power politics. Roy was of the
view that political power in a democracy should reside in
primary organisations of the people such as People's Com-
mittees and should not be usurped by any political party. He
was further of the view that particularly in countries like
India, where a major section of the electorate was illiterate,
party politics was bound to become an unprincipled scramble
for power. These ideas led to the dissolution of the Radical
Democratic Party in an All India Conference held in
December, 1948 and the launching of a movement called the
Radical Humanist Movement.
One of the new ideas developed by Roy during his Radical
Humanist phase related to the concept of "cooperative

